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Preface. 


This is a very busy world which sets hard tasks 
and rigid limitations for most of us. We are 
dimly conscious that there are precious words, 
throbbing with the life and experiences of earlier 
men, buried away in heavy, dusty books, lost to 
us, because we cannot spare the time to search 
them out. We catch a hint of these living 
passages as we catch the odour of flowers by the 
roadside; but the compulsion of business drives 
us on. The person who gathers them and puts 
them within reach of our hand does us a 
service. 

It is with this thought in mind that I have 
picked and bound up these passages, still fragrant 
with the odour of saintly lives. The busy man 
or woman can here, in odd moments, get a real 
breath of ampler ether and diviner air, unsus- 
pected by those who see only the great forbidding 
books which give little suggestion of redolent 


perfume. 
2 


Vi. Preface. 


I have taken some slight liberties with my 
authors, and have in some cases condensed their 
words, but these passages are to all intents and 
purposes the very words of these seventeenth 
century writers. 


RUFUS M. JONES. 


Haverford, Pennsylvania. 
Third Month roth, 1909. 


Contents. 


PAGE 


INTRODUCTION - - - - I 
GEORGE KEITH - - - 14 
MARGARET FELL - - - - 16 
WILLIAM DEWSBURY - - - 19 
JAMES PARNELL - - - = 23 
JOsEPH COALE - = . 27 
RICHARD HUBBERTHORNE - - 28 
CHARLES MARSHALL - - - 31 
STEPHEN CRISP - - - eS 
EDWARD BURROUGH - - - 36 
FRANCIS HOWGILL - - - 40 
James NAYLER - - - 46 
THOMAS STORY - - - - 50 
GEORGE WHITEHEAD - - - 57 
HuMPHRY SMITH - - - - 60 
WILLIAM EDMUNDSON - - - 62 
Joun BuURNYEAT - - - - 65 


ALEXANDER PARKER - - - 67 


Vili. Contents. 


PAGE 


RICHARD FARNSWORTH - - - 69 
ROBERT BARCLAY - - - 72 
THOMAS ELLWoop - - ane | 
WILLIAM ROBINSON’ - - - 81 
MARMADUKE STEPHENSON - mS 
GEORGE BisHOP - - ee 


CHRISTOPHER HOLDER = - - 88 


Introduction. 


I. 

There are many types of Mysticism, for this 
word is properly used to cover all forms of 
Religion which make a personal experience of 
God the central point of faith. There are two 
well-known types which are often selected out 
as Mysticism par excellence: (a) The type of 
religious experience which exalts ecstasy and 
strains after states that transcend normal 
consciousness ; and (b) the type of religion 
which takes the negative path to God, that is, 
which tries to find Him by withdrawal from 
things seen and temporal, on the basis that He 
is all that they are not. The goal of the (0) 
type like that of (a), is a state of undifferentiated 
consciousness in which the mind thinks nothing 
in particular, and is quiescent, having merged 
into the All. 

I see no reason at all for confining Mysticism 
to these two extreme types. Though the 
characteristic thing in both (and they are at 
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bottom one) is the aim after a personal experience 
of God, the weaknesses and aberrations of 
Mysticism have, in large measure, been due to 
the emphasis on the negative and abnormal 
aspects of the experience, and it is now important 
to have the emphasis shifted to the normal 
and positive aspects. 

Morality has passed through a similar tran- 
sition from the negative to the positive, and 
from unusual states to common everyday life. 
In more primitive stages, conscience was a 
negative affair, issuing its dread ‘“ thou-shalt- 
nots”? and breaking in on the normal life as 
though it were a visitant from another realm. 
We now consider a man to be in a very imperfect 
stage of morality if he has a conscience of this 
negative, capricious sort. Great morality, the 
kind we honour with our praise, is positive and 
permanently operative. Conscience of the 
higher order calls and pushes towards ideal 
personality, and it is a steady inner ground-swell 
which affects all deeds, momentous and trivial 
alike. 

Genuine mystical religion is also of this 
positive and permanent nature. It is not 
a thing of ecstatic momentary states, and it is 
not a blinding of the eyes in the hope of dis- 
covering another organ to see with. It is a life 
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of normal, joyous correspondence with the present 
God who streams into every person whose inner 
windows are open and who floods every act and 
impulse with constructive energy. 

I call these Friends of the early, creative 
period Mystics, because they had discovered 
this type of life, and were in some measure living 
it. The thing that marks them off from the 
other Christians of their day is their consciousness 
that they have found God, that His kingdom 
has come in them, and that the life they are 
living springs from His life in them. They 
sometimes have their ecstasies and they some- 
times take the negative road, but in the main 
they announce the positive fact that the Divine 
and the human are always near, and that the 
only obstacle which separates them is the soul’s 
shutters which the human will puts up or takes 
down. 

II. 

The persons from whose selections these 
writings are taken called themselves ‘“ Children 
-of the Light.” The thing that most impressed 
them was the zJlwmination which God’s inward 
presence brought. Most of them had come 
through a period of darkness. They had, 
like Dante, found themselves astray in a dark 
wood, without chart or compass or trusted guide, 
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They had groped about almost in desperation, 
clutching at every clue that promised to lead 
out into light, when to their surprise and joy 
they felt the Light break within themselves, 
and found the God of their painful search a 
Guest in their own house. ‘‘ When all my 
hopes were gone and I had nothing outward 
to help me,” writes their leader, “nor could 
I tell what to do; then, oh! then I heard a voice 
which said, ‘There is One, even Christ Jesus, 
that can speak to thy condition’; and when I 
heard it my heart did leap for joy.”’* 

This is a pattern experience, and may stand 
as a typical account-of what happened to all 
those whose writings are quoted in this little 
book. They suddenly found that they had an 
eye and could see, and their hearts were glad. 

If they had been possessed of culture they. 
would have given us a _ beautiful religious 
literature, and the world would have been 
refreshed with their story of the way they found 
darkness turned to light and the ‘‘ whole creation 
giving a new smell,” but they were not “ bred 
at universities’; they had taken apprentice- 
ships in the humble trades rather than in the 
fine art of expression, and they could not put 
their message into immortal language which 


*The Journal of George Fox (London, 1901), Vol. I, p. 1. 
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would make kindred hearts burn forever. Their 
books are awkward and clumsy ; they lack that 
subtle style which carries truth like a line of 
light across the world, and the baffled reader 
puts them by for “a more convenient season,” 
which never comes! But there are oases in these 
desert stretches, passages in which the life 
behind the pen breaks through and utters itself. 
I hope the readers of this little book will feel, 
as I do, that these selections give evidence that 
the writers really were “‘ Children of the Light.” 


IIT. 

I have already referred to a point of 
importance which needs emphasis, viz., that 
we have here the utterance of persons who 
were plain, simple, unsophisticated laymen. We 
must not expect to find here the bottomless 
profundity which we feel in St. Augustine, in 
Meister Eckhart, or even in our English Walter 
Hilton. We are permitted here to get glimpses 
into the inner life of the average, everyday, 
common man—the labourer whose hands are 
more used to the plough than the pen. None 
of these books smell of the study and their 
margins are not crowded with references to the 
mystics of an earlier time. They “speak 
right on,” in plain, blunt fashion and tell us 
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in yeoman language of the inward battles which 
they have fought. We may prefer the more 
skilful pen, but it is worth while pausing a 
moment in reverence to hear what the common 
man has to say of the life of God in his soul, 
and to see how it makes him superior to the 
stress and strain of the world and triumphant 
over dungeons and death ! 


IV. 

The “‘sacred words ” of all these writers are 
“Light” and ‘‘ Seed.” This is their way of 
saying that there is something divine in the 
soul of man. They are not much skilled in 
metaphysics, and we should not go to them for 
sound theories of psychology. They did not 
critically analyse their experience and they do 
not tell us about it in the exact speech of the 
laboratory. They simply announced that they 
had discovered a Principle of new Life and new 
Light which they could not trace to any human 
origin, and which they could not account for 
on any natural basis. They hit upon two words 
which the New Testament gave them, and they 
made them voice the great idea which was 
supreme in their thought, viz., that something 
divine was working in them. Illumination had 
come and Life had come to them. It was as 
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though the axis of their inner world had swung 
out of shadow into a blaze of sunlight. It was 
as though a germinating seed had lifted apart 
the hard clods of their heart, and the pushing 
tendrils had ramified all the recesses of their 
being: “ We are born of the Eternal Seed,” 
they tell us; ‘‘ we have had a Birth of God 
within us,” they repeat again and again. 

They use all the Divine names _indis- 
criminately, but always to tell the same fact, 
that God is within them and is an Immanuel. 
This Light, this Seed, is Christ, is the Holy Spirit, 
is the Everlasting Father. The Old and the 
New Testaments are ransacked for words to name 
this day-star experience, this resurrection and 
spring-time experience, but through all the 
parable and symbolism there runs the one- 
meaning, ‘‘ God has come to my heart!” 


¥. 


The real test of the value of their experience 
must be sought, as always, not by measuring it 
with the foot rule of Church creeds, but in the 
practical fruits of life. It is a matter of little 
concern to us now what these men thought 
about the articles of faith over which their 
generation was so busy. We want to know 
whether this Light of God in their souls made 
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them tender and loving and sympathetic, pushed 
them into contact with struggling humanity, 
gave them patience with their fellows, and 
faith in the onward march of the race ; whether 
it put moral power into their strokes, enabled 
them to overcome the world and to live above 
circumstances and happenings. 

On this test they ring very true. They were not 
always broad enough to see the element of truth 
in the position of their opponents and they 
sometimes jar us with their controversial jargon. 
We wish they had not asked us to look through 
such heaps of millet seed to find their occasional 
pearl, but we feel a kind of awe as we watch 
them suffer and endure for their precious truth, 
and we recognise in them a Higher Wisdom than 
that of the world, a Wisdom that carries them 
with the humble accuracy of instinct straight to 
the very heart of a moral issue. I verily believe 
they were “‘ Children of the Light.” 


VI. 

One of the most impressive characteristics 
of this mass of literature which they flung upon 
the world is its revelation of the group-spirit 
which pervaded and unified the movement. 
The individual appears to be quite swallowed 
up in the social group and seems, in a unique 
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degree, to be an organic member of a larger 
whole which utters itself through each one. 
There are almost no personal marks which 
differentiate one treatise from another. Auto- 
biographical touches are strikingly absent,* and 
the style is so similar that one scribe might 
conceivably have produced almost the whole 
mass of writings. 

Alexander Parker, writing to Margaret Fell, 
says: “Our life is one, our food and raiment 
one—eating of one bread and drinking of one 
cup in the Father’s house.” This ‘“ oneness ” 
of life runs through everything, and appears 
in every tract. They have a common stock of 
ideas, a group-vocabulary, and their views 
are as much one as their “raiment.” It is what 
happens in all pentecostal movements, where 
many are baptised into one spirit and all are 
made to eat of one spiritual food and to drink 
of one spiritual drink. They speak in a similar 
tongue, and have all things in common. Religion 
in its intense form is always contagious—it 
propagates itself almost or quite subconsciously 
—it flows from life to life as if through sub- 
terranean springs. There have been instances 
of isolated mystics, but they are always of the 


* An exception must be made of Thomas Ellwood 
who is quite unique. 
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intellectual or speculative type. The moment 
there appears a person who is flooded with a 
joyous experience of God, the flood overflows 
and waters and refreshes a “ group.” These 
“Children of the Light” furnish a notable 
illustration of this fact. 


Vil. 


It is sometimes objected to mystics, and in 
particular to these ‘‘ Children of the Light,” 
that they are inclined to be fanatical and show 
signs of being unbalanced. It is a fact that 
when religion—or, for that matter, any other 
fundamental trait of human nature—shows 
itself in an intense degree, it involves some 
dangers. Enthusiasm never travels the old 
beaten paths where the safe guide-posts point 
the way. It bursts through old systems and 
ploughs new courses for human thought to travel. 
It arouses emotion and it sweeps into its train 
persons who are peculiarly sensitive to sugges- 
tion. There never was a mystical movement 
without its “left wing” of extremists and its 
quota of hysterics. One of the prices we pay 
for dynamic movements is the danger they entail 
of explosions and wreckage. 

There was comparatively little of fanaticism 
among the “‘ Children of the Light,” though one 
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cannot deny that some of their members show 
marks of hysteria, and verged toward dangerous 
extremes under the powerful wave of enthusiasm 
which swept over them. It must, however, 
not be forgotten that even what little fanaticism 
there was, was in large measure due to the 
merciless persecution to which they were sub- 
jected, and to the back-wash of Ranterism 
which, in the forties, swept England like a flood. 
The most notorious instance of an outbreak 
of hysteria was that which occurred in the group 
about James Nayler. This is not the place to 
diagnose that sad lapse from sanity and normal 
balance. But the moment one studies it in the 
light of modern knowledge all his sympathies 
are aroused for poor James Nayler. He was one 
of the ablest of the original band, a man of 
genuine inward experience, a powerful preacher, 
but he was at a weak moment swept into an 
hysterical circle, and he fell. The story of his 
punishment reads like leaves from the annals of 
a barbaric tribe. But the point to note is the 
complete restoration of this noble spirit to his 
old time poise and power. I think the finest 
passage in my little book is the dying testimony 
of James Nayler, who had come up out of great 
tribulation, and who was manifestly one of the 
‘Children of the Light.” 
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VIII. 


. 
' All mystics insist on the use of particular 


methods for the attainment of their desired 
goal—the experience of the Presence of God. 
These-““.Children of the Light ” are no exception 
to-therule. They alt insist with much emphasis 
on the value of silence. It is a method as old 
as the beginnings of inward religion. There 
must be a hush from the din of the world’s noises 
before the soul can hear the inward Voice ; 
there must be a closing of the eyes to the glare 
and dazzle of the world’s sights before the 
inward eye can see that which is eternally Real 
and True. [ Isaac Penington has beautifully 
expressed the idea in aletter to Thomas Ellwood 
(both the writer of the letter and the receiver 
of it being at the time in gaol) : 

“Oh that the eye and heart in thee which 
knoweth the value of these things [Real Things] 
may be kept open, and that thou mayest be kept 
close to the feelings of the life and that thou 
mayst be fresh in thy spirit in the midst of thy 
sufferings, and mayest reap the benefit of them ; 
finding thereby that pared off which hindereth 
the bubbling of the everlasting springs and that 
which maketh unfit for the breaking forth and 
enjoyment of the Pure Power.” 
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One sees at once that silence is no passive 
state, but that rather it is the highest activity 
of which the human spirit is capable, and the 
careful reader will note that these ‘‘ Children of 
the Light ” propose no easy way by which the 
soul is given a lazy holiday. All their words 
announce that silence is no mere absence of 
noise and talk, but the focussing of inner attention 
on the Will of God, the attuning of the human 
to the Divine. They are in full accord with the 
great saying of Meister Eckhart, the father of 
modern Mysticism: ‘‘ That a man should have 
a life of rest and peace in God is good; that 
he should have a painful life with patience is 
better; but that he should find his rest even 
in his painful life, that is best of all.” 


George Keith. 


[b. 1639 (?)—d. 1716.] 
The Divine Birth in us. 


I do. “indeed ‘believe, and am well assured, 
that the birth of God in us is another thing 
than the soul—the native soul—even as the 
soul is another thing than the body; although 
the soul of him who is so born becomes united 
with the Divine Birth in it, even as the soul 
and body of a living man are uhited. I say 
that the Divine Seed and Birth of God in the 
soul is another thing than the soul “itself, ‘for 
the soul of man is capable of corruption and 
defilement by sin, but the Divine Seed and Birth 
is not capable of the least corruption: this 
proveth it to be another thing than the soul 
and of a more excellent Nature, because of its 
incorruptibility, for the Apostle Peter calleth 
that of which the children of God are born 
the Incorruptible Seed. 


The Incorruptible Seed. 
This Seed and Birth of God in us is a Living 
Principle ; yea, it is a measure of the same 
™% 
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Life and Spirit of Jesus Christ, and the Apostle 
Paul expressly calls it ‘“‘ the Life of Jesus made 
manifest in our mortal flesh.” 

This spiritual Birth of Christ in us is not to 
be understood as if the Spirit of Life itself 
did then begin to be, for this same Spirit and 
Life hath been from the beginning, having 
its subsistence in the Heavenly Manhood of 
Christ, who was from the beginning, and it has 
had its Being in us even ever since we had a 
being, but, by reason of our sins, it lay hid and 
wrapt up, or imprisoned in us, and our body 
of sin and death was its grave. 

But when this body of sin and death comes 
to be slain and crucified, then Christ cometh 
to live in us, and His most precious Life springs 
up and manifests itself in us; and as the body * 
of sin is put off and the union betwixt it and 
the soul is broken, the New Man is put on and 
the Life and Spirit of Christ is united unto the 
soul and the soul to it. By virtue of this new 
Union the soul comes to live in Christ and Christ 
in the soul; and thus we are to understand 
the Spiritual Birth of Christ in us. 


From Immediate Revelation; or Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of 
God, Revealed in Man, (Second Edition, 1675), pp. 248-255 [much 
condensed], 


Margaret Fell. 


[b. 1614—d. 1702—Married George Fox 1669.] 


Dwell in the Eternal Light. 


Dear Friends in the Eternal Light, by which 
we are gathered and which leads up to the 
Father of Light, let all wait and dwell. And 
to the Life, raised by the Immortal Word of 
Life, join your minds so that you may come 
to know and witness that true Love where 
Unity is. $ 

Let all come down to the witness of God and 
deal plainly with your own souls and let the 
inward Judge who stands at the door pass sen- 
tence upon you. Let all turn to the pure Eternal 
Principle of God and keep your minds toward 
this. Deal plainly with yourselves and let the 
Eternal Light search you and try you for the 
good of your souls. Abide in the Cross; keep 
your minds to that which is pure; dwell in 
Love and Unity where your fellowship is, and 
so witness the Resurrection and Life, and feed 
on the living Bread. From your dear Sister 
in the Unchangeable Love of Christ. 

An Episile to Convinced Friends, inj1656, In Works, p. ot [Condensed,]} 
16 
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Keeping Down Unworthy 
Anxieties. 

[This letter was written from her prison in 
Lancaster Castle, when the loss of the Swarth- 
more Estate was threatening and Margaret 
Fell’s daughter, Mary, was extremely ill in 
London, almost certainly with the dread plague. 
which was raging in the metropolis.] 


“Tn tender compassion and love, and the 
feeling of that Life which never has an end, do 
Iwrite. It is in that I do enjoy my dear Mary ; 
her spirit is near and dear and seems present 
with me; whether in the body or out of it, 
with the Lord. To the Lord of heaven and 
earth she is given up freely. To His heavenly 
and holy will I freely submit that every jot 
and tittle may be fulfilled to the glory and praise 
of His great name. 

_ “My dear daughter, keep down all unworthy 
anxieties. In the invisible holy Life which 
fhou art made partaker of, solace thy soul, 
and in a sense of the superintending power of 
Almighty God, rest satisfied and be content. 
As I have said often to thee, give up to be 
crossed—that is the way to please the Lord, 
and to follow Him in His own way and will 
whose way is the best; and blessed and happy 
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are they that repose on His arm and in His 
bosom/ Theirs is an enduring inheritance, 
where there will never be any more change. 
Let nothing enter thy mind concerning me, for 
I am well content with the handiwork of the 
Lord. Let not sorrow fill your hearts, for we 
have all cause to rejoice in the Lord evermore, 
and I most of all.” 
From The Fells of Swarthmoor Hail (1896), pp. 239, 240. 


William Dewsbury. 


[b. 1621—d. 1688.] 


The Pure Eternal Eye 
of the Soul. 

The Eternal Spirit of God rest upon you whom 
He hath chosen to watch over His flock, and His 
mighty power open the pure Eternal Eye in you 
to discern and separate between the precious 
and the vile, the holy and the unholy, and 
furnish you with courage and boldness and 
pure wisdom to rule in the power of His Spirit— 
to wash the disciples’ feet, to bow to the pure 
in men, even where its appearance is least, to 
minister to it and strengthen it, and to have 
union together in that which is Eternal, Pure 
and Begotten of God. 

From The Word of the Living God to His Church. In Works 
(1689), PP. 3-4. 
Let the Inward Witness Speak. 

Dear Friends, take heed of words; see that 
_ the Witness speaks, which will cut down your 

own wills and minister to the Witness in others 
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to the slaying of their wills. Take heed of 
watching over one another with an evil eye 
to spy out weaknesses and to discover naked- 
ness, but watch one over another with a pure, 
single eye; and if thou see the pure within a 
brother brought into bondage by deceit, whisper 
thou not behind his back to others, but let the 
Witness in thee, which sees and suffers, witness 
the mind of the living God to the brother, and 
the deceit will be cut down and the pure, holy 
Seed will be set at liberty. 
From An Epistle, ibid, p. 23. 


Be Faithful to Stammer “ 
and Stutter. 


Dear and tender little Babes, as well as strong 
men, retain the Pure in every particular, and 
let not anything straiten you when God moves. 
And thou, faithful Babe, though thou stutter 
and stammer forth a few words in the dread 
of the Lord, they are accepted. Let all that 
are strong serve the weak in strengthening them 
and wait in wisdom for the motion of the Spirit 
in them, that it may have time to bring forth what 
God hath given. And dear Brethren, feed the 
Lambs, and loose the tongue of the dumb that 
praises may arise among you all and that in 
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Him you may be a wellspring of Love to one 
another in the power of the endless Love of 
God. 


Epistle from York Tower, roth of 12th mo,, 1660, ibid, p, 185. 


Live above all Visibles. 


Let the Love of God constrain you to trust 
in Him and to feel the Birth of the Seed of God 
over all, that you may live above time and 
place and above all visibles, and rejoice over 
all hardships that appear. The mountains 
shall fall before you in the patience and do- 
minion of God. 

From York Tower, rgth of 12th mo., 1660, ibid, p, 187. 


The Ocean and Fountain 
of Life. 


Dear Friends, born of the Birth of the Im- 
mortal Seed of God, you are the children of the 
dayspring from on high. Lift up your heads 
in the Light of the everlasting Covenant, and 
feel the drawings of the Love of the Father 
who yearns toward you and hath remembered 
you in your mournings and cries and tears in 
the days when you were weeping and seeking 
God with your faces thitherward. Now in the 
acceptable day of the Lord, He hath gathered 
you in the Light, that He might satisfy the 
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thirst of your souls and the hunger of your 
spirits in the Ocean and Fountain of Life, in 
the infinite Mercies of the Eternal God. 

From Newgate Prison, 8th mo,, 1661, ibid, p. 192. 


Do not at any time speak rashly to one 
another, in your own wills, out of the Cross, 
and do not exhort others when you are guilty 
of the self-same thing. Be silent, thou Fool, 
and first judge thyself with the Light and dwell 
in the Power. First cast the mote out of thy 
own eye, keep thy own house in order, and 
then thou wilt see clearly how to take the 
beam out of thy brother’s eye and how to 
exhort others to walk in the Spirit of Truth. 
Keep in the Eternal Power of God that you 
may grow up in His pure Nature, that His 
image may be written in your foreheads, that 
all who see you may know that you are the 
righteous Seed. And may God’s Eternal Power 
bind you up in the unity of the Spirit where 
I am with you in the Eternal Unity, in the 
unchangeable Love and Life. 

From This ts the Word of the Lord to you, ibid, pp. 390, 39r. 


James Parnell. 
[b. 1636—died in Colchester Castle 1656.] 


The True Nobility. 


True Nobility we own: the Seed of God is 
Noble wheresoever it is born. Wherever there 
is one who can witness to the head of the 
serpent bruised and the Seed of God ruling and 
reigning, there is true Nobility. All true 
Prophets of God were Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
though by the Nobles and great Ones of the 
earth they were disdained, because according 
to the world they were of low degree, being 
ploughmen, herdsmen and shepherds. Christ 
was Noble, sprung of Noble Seed, though the 
great Ones and Nobles of the earth disdained 
Him, because according to the world He was of 
low degree, being a carpenter’s son. The 
Apostles were Noble, sprung of the Noble 
Seed, though the Nobles and great ones 
of earth despised them because they were 
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according to the world of low degree, being 
fishermen. 

Here is the ground of all true Nobility, 
Gentility, Majesty, Honor, Breeding, Manners, 
Courtesy and Civility, not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit, in the true and Noble 
Seed. 

From A Shield of the Truth. In Works (1675), pp. 89-91. 


The Day of Beauty. 


Now is the Day of Beauty broken forth nigh 
you, evenin you. Yea, Glad Tidings are come 
unto your wearied souls, by which a pure Love 
is begotten in you. The everlasting Truth has 
been declared among you and has reached the 
witness for God in your Consciences and it is 
sealed upon your hearts and has become your 
Teacher. 

Stand still in the Light. You shall have no 
cause for discouragement though the sea doth 
rise and the raging Waves do swell as if they 
would swallow all up. It [the sea of opposi- 
tion] is limited by the Unlimited, and it shall 
be only foam! I had a time to preach the 
Truth ; now I have a time to seal the same 
with patient suffering that you may see that 
that is true which we are made able and willing 
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to seal with patient suffering—yea, with our 
blood 1f we be called to tt. 


From The Fruits of a Fast, written in Colchester Castle, ibid, 
PP. 291-292. 


The Love of God in me 
to the Seed in you. 


It is the Love of God in me which goes forth 
to the Seed in you and constrains me to write 
unto you, now that my bodily presence is by the 
will of Man barred from you. My spirit does 
not cease to pray that God would bless and 
prosper His happy Work in your hearts and bring 
His precious Seed into dominion in you, and 
make His Beauty appear in your Image. And 
if this body of mine is sacrificed up it cannot 
abate the joy I have that the Work of God 
prospers in you. 

From Colchester Castle, Ninth month, 1655, ibid, pp. 443-4. 


Abide in the Light and 
so see more Light. 


Keep close to the witness in your own Minds 
and Consciences ; feed upon the living Substance 
at the Table of the Lord, and there partake of 
the Union and Communion of Saints, dwelling 
in the Measure of Light granted you until things 
come to be cleared up and the shadow vanished. 
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Let the candle stand on the candle-stick, and 
lighten the whole house, so that no thief can 
hide in a secret corner. Abide in the Light, and 
in it you will see more Light. Cast out every 
evil thing from your bosom, and let the Lamb 
be there, who saith: He that loves any thing 
better than me is not worthy of me. 
From An Epistle to Friends, ibid, p. 455. 


Joseph Coale. 


[Died in Reading Gaol 1670.] 


I desire your Happiness 
as my own. 


Dear Friends, I need not tell you I Love you, 
because I am persuaded you have the Testimony 
of it in your own hearts, and of the continuance 
of my Love because you abide in Christ; and 
this is a signal manifestation of it, for my Love 
is such to you that I desire your Happiness as 
my own. And because I love you I desire your 
Preservation to the end of the Race that none 
of you may faint by the way. It is an addition 
to my Joy in the Lord to hear of your Constancy 
and Faithfulness in my present suffering con- 
dition, for though I am bound, yet my Love is 
not straitened toward you and in the Invisible 
Life and Spirit of the Father you will feel it. 


From Reading Gaol, 7th of rst mo., 1669. In Some Account of 
the Life and Suffering of Joseph Coale (1706), p. 262. 
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Richard Hubberthorne. 


[b. 1628—died in Newgate prison 1662.] 


Wait in that which hath 
convinced you. 


To my dear friends whom the Lord by His 
Eternal Spirit is gathering out of the World 


' into the Covenant of Life, to be of one heart 


and mind and soul. Let all wait in that which 
is pure and invisible that each one of you in 
particular may know the pure teachings of Christ, 
and that you may receive nothing but that 
which speaks from the Eternal moving of the 
living God. Stand single in that which is pure 
of God, and refuse for your teachers those who 
have the words of truth, but live not in the life 
and power of what they say. 

In the power of the living God wazt until that 
which hungers after God receives living nurture 
and nourishment from God. Dwelling in that 
which is invisible you will grow up into Eternal 
Life, and like tender plants you will bring forth 
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fruit. Keep your minds in the Light and your 
discerning will grow as the Light doth arise 
and spring up in you. Wait in that which hath 
convinced you, and the Light will be your 
teacher, and you will come to discern between 
the clean and the unclean ; between that which 
is of God and that which is contrary to Him. 
Here 1s the true discovery, and in the Light you. 
can watch over the souls of one another. Dwell 
in the mighty Power of God, and in it triumph 
over the world and all the deceits of it. 


From An Epistle trom the Prison of Norwich Castle. In Works 
(1663), PP. 45, 46. 


The Immortal Love and Power 
which Raiseth from the Dead. 


I salute you in that Love and Power which 
is Immortal, by which we were raised from the 
dead. In this keep pure union and fellowship 
together. In it see one another, and know one 
another, and freely open to one another that 
which is made manifest of the secrets of God, 
that you may all drink together of the pure 
Water of Life, and may be fed with the one 
Bread which the Father giveth, and feeding 
upon that which is sincere, pure and immortal 
you will know what Life is in the Presence of 
the pure and living God. As you grow into the 
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knowledge of Him you will come to be separated 
out from the world’s nature. Walk worthy 
of that Eternal measure [of Light] which you 
have received and as you abide in the pure 
measure which is from God you will come to 
see a clear separation and redemption from that 
which is mortal and which cumbers your minds. 


._ If you wait in soberness and patience upon the 
Sar % 


‘living God you may know His leadings and 


workings in every condition, and you may 
learn to know and discern His voice when He 
speaks. Your strength will be increased, and 
you will get power to conquer and reign over 
that which hath been too strong for you. You 
will be able to contend and stand for the pure 
truth of God against all serpents and vipers, 
and all the enemies of God. 
From Norwich Castle, 1655, ibid, pp. 46-48. 


Charles Marshall. 
[b. 1637—d. 1698.] 


Set the Price of your Goods 
in the Dread and Fear of God. 


I beseech you all, Dearly Beloved Friends, 
in the bowels of the Love of God, in the moving 
of God’s eternal Spirit and Power, that in 
your dealings you use but few words. Be equal, 
just and upright. Do not be drawn forth into 
many words in answering those who are not in 
the Dread and Fear of the Lord. After you 
have put a price on your Commodities which is 
equal [7.e. fair], and as you can sell them ; then 
if the persons you are dealing with multiply 
words, stand you silent in the Fear, Dread and 
Awe of God, and this will answer the Witness 
of God in them you are dealing with. If this 
should not please People at first, yet you will 
see it will quickly overcome, so that in your 
dealings keep out of the Spirit of the World, 
out of all covetousness, over-reaching and crafti- 
ness, in the harmless life, seeking the kingdom 
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daily, and let other things come as Additions. 
Be diligent in the pure Fear of the Lord, out of 
the love of these worldly Things, abiding in the 
Love of God, seeking the kingdom that is not of 
this world, and you will see great opportunity 
in your Dealings of reaching People, and of 
bringing them to the Truth. 


From An Epistle to the Flock of Jesus Christ. In Works 
(1704), PP. 145 15. 


Stephen Crisp. 


[b. 1628—d. 1692.] 


A Word of Love to a 
City Mayor. 

It is in my heart in love to lay a few things 
before thee. I shall not aggravate thy mind 
by hard speeches, nor do I crave to procure 
anything from thee, but what is as just for thee 
to grant as for us to have. A Weighty Charge 
is committed to thee, and many difficulties 
attach to thy Charge. I am aware of the little 
experience which thou, or any man, can have 
in wading through the difficulties that are 
occasioned by things newly happened in the 
latter part of our Age. Considering these 
things I could not well omit spreading a few 
lines before thee, and if they are received 
in Love, as they are written, I shall have the 
end of my desire. 

I exhort thee to wait on God for Wisdom ; 
to put on bowels of Mercy and Compassion ; 
to let no weapons of cruelty be found in thy 
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habitation; to devise no mischief in thy heart, 
for I tell thee in the Name of the Lord that 
all those devices shall fail. The Work that lies 
before thee is to unloose the unjust bonds of 
the innocent, and to ease the afflictions of the 
afflicted. So I have cleared my conscience to 
thee in true Love. 

I am content in my portion, which is my 
inheritance in Life and Immortality with them 
that are sanctified through Faith in Christ. On 
the trial of this Faith I suffer bonds and have 
done so these forty-eight weeks in the Moat 
Hall in Colchester, where I remain a lover of 
thy soul, a friend to just power, obedient to all 
good and wholesome laws, but a witness against 
unrighteousness. 

The rst of 8th mo,, 1664. In Works (1694), pp. 103-109. 


Friendly Advice to a Princess. 


Let no man deceive thee, either by puffing 
thee up or by casting thee down, for it is the Lord 
who alone knows the heart and who makes the 
true discovery of it. No one’s state is better 
or worse than just as it is represented by the 
Pure Divine Light of Christ in the Conscience. 
This is the standard of true knowledge and 
Judgment which we must use when we would 
take a true Measure of ourselves. This is the 


Stephen Crisp. 35 


Voice of the Son, by whom God now speaks, 
and whom all must hear. Therefore wait upon 
Him with an upright Mind, and if thou hast 
at any time been unfaithful He will show it to 
thee and heal thy backsliding, and give thee 
the Consolation of one whose warfare is accom- 
plished. 


From*An Epistle to thei Princess_Elizabeth in Germany. ibid, 
DP. 4Tks 


Edward Burrough. 


[b. 1634—died in Newgate Prison 1662.] 


The Babe of Glory 
born Within. 


Dear Hearts, dwell in the Grace of God, which 
hath appeared unto you, and convinced you of 
sin, and wait for the Daystar to arise in your 
hearts and the Babe of Glory to be brought 
forth in you. There is a Crown before you, 
therefore, dearly beloved ones, press on to the 
work before you in the Cross. And the Ever- 
lasting God of Life and Power preserve you all 
in one, out of all jar and strife, pure to Himself. 
In His Eternal Life and Power you will con- 
tinually grow up in the Life of God—the life 
that never dies. 


From Works (1672), pp. 74, 75. 
Salvation Comes when Immanuel 
comes in the Soul. 


Be watchful and faithful and valiant for the 
Truth. Witness to God within you, the 
36 
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Immanuel, the Saviour, God with us, for this 
is the whole Salvation, and there is no other to 
be expected than this: That God dwells in us 
and walks in us. All that know this need not 
go out to the right hand nor to the left for 
Salvation is come unto us. Those who witness 
[t.e, experience] this are begotten by the Word 
of God, and born of the Immortal Seed and are 
New Creatures. 


From®A General Epistle to the Saints. ibid, p. 205. 


An Experience of the 


true Election. 


Dwell in the daily Cross of Christ in which 
the Power of God will be witnessed among 
you. This will bring down in you all that rises 
above the Seed of God, and will bring forth the 
Seed of God in which your Election stands. 
You must have the Operation of the Spirit 
in you before you can witness [7.e. experience] 


your Election. That which is of the Flesh =" 


must be crucified, and that which is of the 
Spirit come to live in you. It is the Voice of 
God in the creature [within the human] which 
raises the Soul from Death. 

From Works, p. 546. 
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We can Bear the Image 
of the Immortal. 


The divine Mystery of the infinite God is 
revealed and discovered in the hearts of men, 
and He hath given to us to enjoy and possess 
in us a Measure of that fulness which is in 
_ Himself, a Measure of the same Love, the same 
‘s Mercy, the same divine Nature. A Measure of 
the same heavenly quality which is in fulness 
in Him dwelleth in all who are born of Him, 
in whom the Immortal Birth is brought forth 
which is of His own Nature. We who are 
begotten of Him bear His Image_and are par- 
takers of His Immortal Substance ; and these 
things ye know, if the Immortal Birth lives in 


you. 
From Works, p. 698. 


The Seal of Faith. 


If it be the Pleasure of the Lord that some 
of us should seal our testimony with our Blood, 
good is the Will of the Lord. We have borne 
for divers years a Testimony which hath been 
so excellent in itself and in its effects that the 
finishing of it deserves the best seal we can 
possibly sign it with, which is indeed our heart’s 
Blood. And if it shall be thus, my confidence 
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is sure, that the Work of the Lord shall prosper 
and our Testimony be glorious forever. I 
know not anything that remains upon our 
part this day, but that we commit ourselves 
into the hand of the Lord, living in the Seed of 
God which was before the World was. Let 
us keep Faith and a good Conscience to the 
end, and though we suffer now the loss of Life 
and all we have, the Effect will be glorious in 
Ages to come, and our present Sufferings will 
hasten the Glory of God’s Work throughout the 
World. 


To All Such as Travail and Labour in the Gospel of Christ, ibid, 
Pp. 767. 


Francis Howgill. 
[b. 1618—died in Appleby Gaol 1669.] 
With God in His 
Heavenly Paradise. 


While I was waiting out of all visible things, 
and quite out of the World in my spirit, and 


_g/my heart upon nothing but the living God, the 


Lord opened the Springs of the Great Deep and 
overflowed my whole heart with Life and Love, 
and spake unto me in a full, fresh, living Power, 
so that my heart was ravished therewith with 
joy unspeakable, and I was out of the body 
with God in the heavenly Paradise. I saw and 
felt things unutterable, beyond all demonstra- 
tion or speech. At last the Life closed with 
my Understanding, and my spirit listened unto 
Him. 

Testimony of Francis Howgil, appended to a Tract with the 


title “To All Dear Friends.” Signed by E. B., J. C. and J. P., 
from Newgate Prison, 12th of the 4th mo., 1662, 


The Grain of Divine 
Seed in the Soul. 


Thou must know the Seed of the kingdom in 
thyself by which thou must be born and formed 


40 


Francis Howsgill. 41 


unto God’s image. I have told thee that God 
hath sown it in thee—a grain of it, a measure 
of it, a portion of it—a measure of Light and 
truth, of righteousness and holiness. Keep thy 
mind obedient to that, and love it, and thou 
wilt feel the Heavenly Father through it working 
in thee and begetting thee to life through Jesus 
Christ who hath put the Light in thee. Thou 
wilt feel the Heavenly Power strengthening 
thee in thy little, and it will make thee to grow 
in the Immortal Seed of His Kingdom, and 
thou wilt outgrow and overgrow all evil.” 


From The Testament, Will and Counsel of Francis Howgill, left to 
his Daughter Abigail. In Works (1676). 


Return Home to that 
which is within You. 


The ground of your hope is within you. It 
changeth not, and all who wait in the Light of 
Christ shall come to see this; therefore, let 
everyone that thirsts come unto Christ Jesus 
who is near you, and wait to know His Word 
in you and keep your minds obedient unto this. 
That which shows you sin and evil is in you, 
and it reveals to you when you act contrary to 
it. It will search your hearts, and it is the eye 
that sees all evil in you in all its forms. It has 
often checked you and called you, even when 
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you have not answered its call. But now return 
home to that which is within you, to the true 
Light of Christ which is that one thing which 
leads all men that obey it unto true rest and 


peace. 
From Works, p. 46, 


Leave the Things that 
are but Shadows. 


The Spirit of God works a change in the 
ground of the soul, and translates that, if thou 
follow and hearken unto It, into Its own nature, 
while all those things which men strive so much 
about are but shadows. The Word which was 
in the beginning and which is life, is spiritual 
and when it is known and recognised within 
the heart, it separates a man from death and 
it gives life to all who hear and believe in it. 

From Works, p. 53. 


The Divine Name is not 
Letters or Syllables. 


You must not have your Hope, your Faith, 
your Justification grounded upon reports of 
Christ who died at Jerusalem. This is not the 
real faith; this is the faith which the world 
has, and the Name of Christ is a great mystery. 
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His Name is not letters in syllables and 
those who use His Name do not do it with the 
lips only, for speaking words over with the lips 
is not to baptise unto His Name. There must 
be a change unto His own nature by all who 
receive it, and now see whether such a change 
be wrought in you or not; for the real Word of 
faith gives victory over the world, over sin 
and over death, and by its power men are made 


more than conquerors. 
From Works, p. 69. 


The Sufficient Teacher. 


I am coming now to speak to you about that 
which many are doubting; that is tosay, about 
the Grace of God which bringeth salvation, 
whether this be a sufficient Leader and Teacher 
or not. But let all take notice of this, that 
when I speak of the sufficiency of Grace and 
that it is a sufficient Teacher, I do not speak of 
something distinct from Christ or of a thing 
separated from the power of God, for it is one 
with it, and with Him from whence it comes. 
For He is salvation Himself, and the Grace of 
God is of the same nature, for it is Himself 
manifest and it is His Salvation to have that 


experience. 
From Works, p. 130. 
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The Everlasting Truth shall 
never be Rooted Out. 


[This following passage is taken from An 
Epistle to the Flock of Christ, written from 
Appleby Gaol, which Francis Howgill says :— 
‘“‘is the place of my rest where my days and 
hours are pleasant unto me.” He signs the 
article, “Yours in Life or Death, Francis 
Howgil.’’] 

T The Ways of the Lord are unsearchable, but 
He reveals them to those that fear Him, and 
whatever may be manifest to any other, this 
I am certainly persuaded of, that through all 
these things the Gospel of Truth shall go on to 
prosperity and though the day be dark and 
gloomy and the wrath of the wicked be great, 
yet the bound is sure beyond which they cannot 


“ pass, and though we that remain alive to this 


day were all dissolved and were all rolled together 
in the dust, yet that Life and Power in which 
we have believed and that Everlasting Truth of 
which we have testified and for which we have 
suffered, shall never be extinguished or rooted 
out, but it shall find other persons to declare 
it from generation to generation while the 
sun and moon endure,| and in this faith let all 
be assured and comforted in the Lord. Be 
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cheerful in your sufferings; comfort and 
strengthen one another in the royal Seed of God, 
and let all live and dwell in the promise of Life 
and Immortality, looking above all the rage and 
wrath of the enemy and feeling that which is 
without end. 


From Works, p. 665, 


James Nayler. 


[b. about 1617—d. 1660.] 


The Fountain and Spring 
of Eternal Beauty. 

There is nothing dear and precious to me 
in this world but God’s Truth and His life of 
righteousness ; for this I have forsaken all the 
world, and whatever was deartomeinit. Ihave 
hated and counted all else an enemy that I might 
obtain Christ, the Fountain and Spring of that 
Eternal Life, the Truth and Beauty of which 
I cannot express as I think it and feel it. The 
loveliness of this Fountain hath so truly united 
my spirit to all that bears the image of it that 
there can be no separation from it which does 
not make my life suffer thereby. And I can 
truly say that there is no other thing whatsoever 
that can unite me as one with any creature 
living but this Image and Life from which it 
is born. In whomsoever I think I see the least 
appearance of this Seed of life, for that person 
I can, by that power of Love begotten in me, 
lay down my life. 

Works of James Nayler, London, 1716, pp. xxvii. xxviii. 
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We Worship a God 
Near at Hand. 


The New Man worships a God near at hand 
who dwells in His Holy Temple, and he knows 
Him inwardly by His own Word and not from 
accounts of others. It was thus that the holy 
men of God always knew Him, and they knew 
themselves to be the sons of God by the Spirit 
that He had given them. And he that is born 
of the Spirit now has that same Spirit dwelling 
in him and witnessing in him. He knows what 
he worships and not any form and custom, for 
he hath an ear open to hear what the Spirit 
sayeth and by which he is taught. 


From Works, p. 74. 


The True Faith is not 
a Brain-Knowledge. 

There is a faith of which I shall speak some- 
thing through which I have found a Measure of 
the Life of Christ made manifest in my mortal 
body. In this Life alone is the true and eternal 
union and atonement with the Holy God. And 
this is not the notion of what was done in another 
dispensation, passed, or to come, hundreds or 
thousands of years ago, but it leads to the 
beginning of the work of a New Creation in this 
very day, and a new birth separately begotten. 
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And this faith does not work by the compre- 
hension of brain-knowledge, but by the living 
faith which worketh now powerfully to make 
a pure Conscience, making all things new and 


casting out everything in me that is not of God. 
From Works, p. 429. 


My Soul has put 
on Immortality. 


I found by daily experience that my salvation 
was not complete so long as my soul was 
subjected under any earthly lust, nor was the 
War over; but by the mighty working of God 
in me, these lusts in me came to-be subdued, 
and my soul was set under Christ with Him to 
reign. The soul is never safe while sin lives, for 
sin wars against the soul and wounds it. The soul 
is not safe until it finds its rest and peace in the 
Holy City where no unclean thing comes, until 
the soul has put on Immortality, and death is 
swallowed up in victory, and the sting, which is 
sin, is taken away. I have found this to be the truth. 

From Works, p. 439. 


There is a Spirit which 
Delights to do no Evil. 


There is a spirit which I feel, that delights 
to do no evil, nor to revenge any wrong, but 
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delights to endure all things, in hope to enjoy 
its own in the end: its hope is to outlive all 
wrath and contention, and to weary out all 
exaltation and cruelty, or whatever is of a nature 
contrary to itself. It sees to the end of all 
temptations. As it bears no evil in itself, so 
it conceives none in thought to any other. If 
it be betrayed it bears it; for its ground and 
spring is the mercies and forgiveness of God. 
Its crown is meekness, its life is everlasting 
love unfeigned; it takes its kingdom with 
entreaty, and not with contention, and keeps 
it by lowliness of mind. In God alone it can 
rejoice, though none else regard it, or can own its 
life. It is conceived in sorrow and brought forth 
without any to pity it; nor does it murmur 
at grief and oppression. It never rejoiceth 
but through sufferings; for with the world’s 
joy itis murdered. I found it alone, being for- 
saken; I have fellowship therein, with them 
who lived in dens, and desolate places in the 
earth, who through death obtained this resur- 
rection and eternal holy life. 


From His Last Testimony, said to have been delivered by him 
two hours before his Departure out of this Life, ibid, p. 696, 
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Thomas Story. 


[b. 1670—d. 1742.] 


The Great Exchange. =e 
, Actix called for my life and I offered it at Aaa 
footstool; but He gave it me as a Prey, with 

unspeakable addition. He called for my will, 

and I resigned it at His call, but He returned 

me His own in token of His love. He called for 
+\ the world and I laid it at His feet, with the 
is crowns thereof; I withheld them not at the 
beckoning of His hand. But mark the benefit 
of Exchange! For He gave me, instead of 
Earth, a Kingdom of Eternal Peace, and in lieu 
of the Crowns of Vanity a Crown of Glory. 
He gave me Joy which no tongue can express 
and Peace which passeth understanding. My 
heart was melted with the Height of Comfort ; 
my Soul was immersed in the Depth of Love ; 
my eyes overflowed with tears of greatest 
pleasure. . . I begged Himself and He gave | 
me All. — 


From A Journal of the Life of Thomas Story (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, 1747), PR. 20-23. 
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Thomas Story. 51 
The Wonderful Operation 


of the Lord’s Power. 


Being moved by his own free mercy and 
goodness, even in the same love in which He 
sent His Son, the beloved, into the world, to 
seek and save the lost; on the 1st day of the 
second month, in the evening, in the year, 
according to the common account, 1689, being 
alone in my chamber, the Lord brake in upon 
me unexpectedly, quick as lightning from the 
heavens, and as a righteous, all-powerful, 
all-knowing, and sin-condemning Judge ; before 
whom my soul, as in the deepest agony, trembled, 
was confounded and amazed, and filled with 
such awful dread as no words can reach or 
declare. 

My mind seemed plunged into utter darkness, 
and eternal condemnation appeared to enclose 
me on every side, as in the centre of the horrible 
pit—never to see redemption thence, or the 
face of Him in mercy, whom I had sought with 
all my soul. But in the midst of this confusion 
and amazement, where no thought could be 
formed or any idea retained, save eternal 
death possessing my whole man, a voice was 
formed and uttered in me :—‘ Thy will, O God, 
be done: if this be Thy act alone, and not my 
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own, I yield my soul to Thee.” In conceiving 
these words from the Word of Life I quickly 


found relief: there was all-healing virtue in 
them ; and the effect was so swift and powerful 
that, even in a moment, all my fears vanished, 
as if they had never been, and my mind became 
calm and still, and simple as a little child; the 
day of the Lord dawned, and the Sun of 
Righteousness arose in me, with divine healing 
and restoring virtue in His countenance ; and 
He became the centre of my mind. 

In this wonderful operation of the Lord’s 
power, denouncing judgment in tender mercy, 
and in the hour of my deepest concern and trial, 
I lost my old self, and came to the beginning 
of the knowledge of Him, the just and Holy One, 


[__whom my soul had longed for.} I now saw the 


whole body of sin condemned in my own flesh ; 
not by particular acts, as whilst travelling in the 
way to a perfect moral state only, but by one 
stroke and sentence of the great Judge of all the 
world, of the living and of the dead, the whole 
carnal mind, with all that dwelt therein, was 
wounded, and death begun; as self-love, pride, 
evil thoughts, and every evil desire, with the whole 
corruption of the first state and natural life. 
Here I had a taste and view of the agony 
of the Son of God, and of His death and state 
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upon the cross, when the weight of the sins of 
all human kind were upon Him, and when He 
trod the wine-press alone with none to assist 
Him. Now all my past sins were pardoned 
and done away; my own willings, runnings, 
searchings, and strivings were at an end; and 
all my carnal reasonings and conceivings about 
the knowledge of God, and the mysteries of 
religion, were over; which had long exercised 
my mind, being then natural, both day and 
night, and taken away my desire of food and 
natural repose. But now my sorrows ended 
and my anxious cares were done away; and 
this true fear being, to me, the initiation into 
wisdom, I now found the true sabbath a holy, 
heavenly, divine and free rest and most sweet 
repose. This deep exercise being over, I slept 
till the next morning, and had greater and 
better refreshment and comfort than I had felt 
for some weeks before. 

The next day I found my mind calm and free 
from anxiety: in a state like that of a young 
child. In this condition I remained till night ; 
and about the same time in the evening that 
the visitation, before related, came upon me, 
my whole nature and being, both mind and 
body, was filled with the divine presence in a 
manner I had never known before, nor had 
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ever thought that such a thing could be, and of 
which none can form any idea but what the 


Holy thing itself doth give. 
From Journal, pp. 13, 14. [Condensed.] 


The Enjoyment of the 
Presence of. God. 

When we came to the meeting, being a little 
late, it was full gathered; and I went among 
the throng of people on the forms, and sat still 
among them in that inward condition and 
mental retirement. And though one of their 
ministers, a stranger, began to speak on some 
points held by them, and to disclaim against 
some things held by others and denied by them, 
particularly predestination as asserted by the 
Presbyterians ; yet I took not much notice of 
it. I did not doubt but, like all other sects, 
they might have something to say, both for 
their own and against the opinions of others ; 
yet my concern was much rather to know 
whether they were a people gathered under a 
sense of the enjoyment of the presence of God in 
their meetings , or, in other words, whether they 
worshipped the true and living God, in the life 
and nature of Christ, the Son of God, the true 
and only Saviour. And the Lord answered my 
desire according to the integrity of my heart. 


Thomas Story. on 


For not long after I had sat down among them, 
that heavenly and watery cloud overshadowing 
my mind brake into a sweet abounding shower 
of celestial rain, and the greatest part of the 
meeting was broken together, dissolved and 
comforted in the divine presence of the true, 
heavenly Lord ; which was divers times repeated 
before the meeting ended. In the same way, 
by the same divine power, I had often been 
favoured before when alone, and when no eye 
but that of heaven beheld, or any knew but the 
Lord Himself; who, in infinite mercy, had 
been pleased to bestow so great a favour. 

And, as many small springs and streams, 
descending into a proper place and forming a 
river, become more deep and weighty, even so, 
thus meeting with a people gathered of the living 
God, into a sense of the enjoyment of His divine 
and living presence, through Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God and Saviour of the world, I felt an 
increase of the joy of the salvation of God ; and 
felt the more, by how much I now perceived I 
had been under the like mistake as the prophet 
of God of old, but now was otherwise informed, 
by a sure evidence and token—by the witness 
of the divine truth, in which no living soul can 
err or be deceived, being self-evident and 


undeniable in all those who truly know Him. 
From Journal, pp. 32, 33. 
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The Old Age of the 
Earth discovered. 


I spent some months, especially at Scar- 
borough, during the season, attending the 
meetings—at whose high cliffs, and the great 
variety of strata therein, and their present 
positions, I further learned, and was confirmed 
in, some things, and that the earth is of much 
older date, as to the beginning of it, than the time 
assigned in the Holy Scriptures (as commonly 
understood), which is suited to the common 
capacities of human kind, as to six days’ pro- 
gressive work, by which I understand certain long 
and competent periods of time, and not natural 
days, the time of the beginning and finishing of 
all those great works being undiscoverable by 
the mind of man, and hid in that short period : 
“In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.” And then the author goes on 
to set forth the further modifications of the 
terraqueous globe; and, I conjecture, very 
long after it had its being with the rest of the 
worlds. 

From Thomas Story’s Letter to James Logan, written in 1738.27 


George Whitehead. 


[b. 1636 or 1637—d. 1723.] 


The Power of the 
Lord in a Meeting. 


At my first going to the said Meeting, what 
was most observable to me was a great Work 
of the Power of the Lord in the Meeting, breaking 
the Hearts of divers into great Sorrow, Weeping 
and Contrition of Spirit, which I believed was a 
Godly Sorrow for Sin, in order to unfeigned 
Repentance. 

“~T-Was the more confirmed herein, seeing a 
young Maid go mourning out of the Meeting, 
whom I seriously followed to observe her sorrow- 
ful Condition, and beholding her, being sate 
down on the Ground, with her face down toward 
the Earth (as if she regarded no Body present) 
she mourning bitterly, cried out, Lord, make 
me clean; O Lord, make me clean: Which did 
far more tenderly and deeply affect my heart 
57 
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than what I had heard spoken, and more than 
all the Preaching that ever I had heard from 
Man or Men; and was a certain Testimony to 
me (the Spirit of the Lord evidencing to my spirit) 
that it was a real Work of His Power upon her 
Heart, which also operated upon the Hearts of 
others, causing both Trembling, Sorrow and 
Contrition, in order to bring them to True Re- 
pentance, and Amendment of Life, and so 
truly to experience the Work of Regeneration 
and Sanctification, from Sin and Uncleanness; 
and accordingly it proved unto many, Glory to 
our God for ever. 
From The Christian Progress of George Whitehead (1725), p. 3. 


Live in the Immortal Seed 
and Spiritual Communion. 


Retire to Him who is a sure Hiding Place to 
the upright in the day of calamity, and the 
hour of temptation; in Him you will witness 
plenteous redemption, and the refreshments of 
His life over all the troubles and sufferings of 
the present time, and over all the fears and 
doubtings which thereupon would beset any of 
you either inwardly or outwardly. . . And 
live in the immortal seed and spiritual communion 
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where life and peace is daily received, and your 
mutual refreshment and consolation stands, and 
wherein the spirits of the just are seen and felt ; 
even in this spiritual communion which reaches 
beyond all visibles, and is above all mortal and 
fading things. 


From The Christian Progress, pp. 296, 313. Written during the 
Great Plague, 


Humphry Smith. 


[d. in Winchester Gaol 1663.] 


The Daily Incomes of that 
which doth Comfort. 


When I have beheld the plants of the garden 
of God in their fresh, green, growing, flourishing, 
united state, my heart hath often been refreshed. 
Then hath my life sounded forth the precious 
praises of the Almighty in the assemblies of the 
upright ; and my heart, broken therewith in 
the delightsome love, hath poured forth thanks- 
giving with tenderness and tears in secret. 
Dear lambs of the fold of Heaven, my heart and 
soul salutes you, my love is dear unto you, my 
life hath long reached out itself towards you. 
How shall I salute you in that which cannot be 
declared ? Behold! I may become as a babe 
herein, and be silent as a child yet learning 
utterance ; lest in reaching forth of my strength 
I should signify my weakness to unfold the 
undeclarable infiniteness of the virtue, wisdom, 
meekness, life and love—from the measure 
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whereof my simple words most certainly do at 
present proceed—as some few will surely 
perceive, who yet daily yearn after a fuller 
enjoyment of God and the increase and preser- 
vation of His precious Truth. . . Behold the 
God of Heaven is my refuge, and the daily 
incomes of that which doth truly comfort is 
as marrow to my bones; yea the Lord hath 
prolonged my days, enlarged my borders, and 
beautified the place of my dwelling! . . Let 
not your hearts be sad, neither be ye discouraged 
by reason of anything that the Lord suffereth 
to come to pass, who in His secret wisdom 
bringeth forth good unto such, who in all con- 
ditions and under all trials do truly love and 


cleave unto the Lord their strength. 


From Epistle to Friends in Aylesbury Gaol, written from 
Winchester Prison, In Works (1683), pp. 324-326. 


William Edmundson. 


(b. 1627—d. 1712.] 


The Love of God lives 
in Our Hearts. 


In those Days the World and the Things of 
it were not near our Hearts, but the Love of God, 
his Truth and Testimony lived in our Hearts ; 
we were glad one of another’s Company, though 
sometimes our outward Fare was very mean, and 
our Lodgings on Straw ; we did not mind high 
Things, but were glad one of another’s Welfare 
in the Lord, and his Love dwelt in us. 


From The Journal of William Edmundson, (Second Edition, 1774), 
PP. 29; 30. 


Not Linked and Married 
to Shops and Trade. 


Therefore let all arise, and come forth with 
the Seed Royal, that all we have may be in the 
Hand of the Lord, as an Offering and Sacrifice 
to Him, which is but a reasonable Service. For 
we are but Stewards of what we have, and must 
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give an Account to God; wherefore take heed 
of being linked and married to your Shops, and 
Trades or Merchandise, whereby you are 
encumbered, let and hindered from serving 
the Lord and doing His Work, as though your 
Work and Business must be done first, and the 
Lord’s the last. Would you not blame and 
be angry with your Servants, that would prefer 
and do their own Work and Business before 
yours, and be so encumbered and busy therein, 
that your Business is neglected ? Be ye careful « 
therefore that the Lord’s Business be first done, 
and His Truth and Concerns thereof preferred 
before all, that you may receive an Answer from 
the Lord of Well done, good and faithful Servants. 
For if any be linked and married to the World, 
and to the Earth, their Shops, Merchandise or 
Trading, and have their Delights there: How 
then are they God’s Freemen and Christ’s 
Spouse, married to Him ? Must not they, who 
are married to Christ, be freed from the World 
and from the Earth through the Cross of Christ, 
the Power of God, and walk as Freemen, having 
the Earth under them, and not over them ? 

Be ye therefore good Merchant Men, prize the 
precious Truth, the precious Pearl, and the 
Preferment of it above all, that the Love of the 
World and of the Earth enter not, and work as 
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the old Leaven, by which the Streams of God’s 
free Love in your Hearts may be stopped. Let 
all prize the Love of God, and walk worthy of it, 
who as a tender Father gave His Son for us, even 
. the Son of His Love, whom He hath made Heir of 
all Things, that we through Him may be Heirs 
of an everlasting Inheritance, and not go after 
other Lovers, or have the Heart carried away 
with them, that will not stand in stead, nor can 
save in the needful time. 


From The Journal of William Edmundson, pp. 314 315. 


John Burnyeat. 


[b. about 1631—d. 1690.] 


Wait for an Increase and 


Experience of Growth. 

My dear Friends,—Unto you my love and life 
reach, and purely flow forth in that which lives 
forever; wherein I doin the innocency and life 
of righteousness truly salute you all, whom the 
Lord hath raised and called to be a part of the 
first fruits unto Himself in this day of ours, 
wherein the glory of His hidden life He hath 
revealed unto a remnant. Blessed are all who 
keep their habitation in that power which never 
changes nor decays. The glory of the heavenly 
things will be still in their view, by which their 
hearts will be enlarged towards the Lord, in love 
to Him, and they will become a living people to 
His honour in all things, that His name may be | 
exalted, and the testimony of His Truth, in its 
own pure nature in everything, kept up, accord- 
ing to its brightness and glory; as by the power 
thereof we were raised uv in the beginning, as the 
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life of holiness grew in us, dear Friends (that 
which quickened and raised us from the dead in 
years past) through which we live unto God ; 
and as we keep in the same, we shall for ever be 
accepted by Him and be well pleasing in His 
sight. 

And therefore, as I said, that by which you 
were first quickened and raised, is that in which 
for ever we must be accepted ; so that everyone 
is to mind and wait for an increase, and ex- 
perience the growth of that wherein there is a 
coming upwards, from a child’s state, to a further 
growth. Still it is in the same nature, without 
degeneration from that which was first, and so 
the first is witnessed to be last, and ye grow 
more and more into the fulness of Christ, in whom 


all fulness dwells. 


Epistle to Friends in Cumberland, 7th of Second mo., 1677. In 
Works (1691), pp. 125, 126. 


Alexander Parker. 


[b. 1629—d. 1689.] 


Made Partakers of the 
Divine Nature. 


[Alexander Parker to Margaret Fell, London, 
3rd of Seventh mo., 1655.] 

Dearly Beloved Sister,—Dearly do I salute 
thee. Our life is one, our food and raiment one— 
eating both of one bread, and drinking both of 
one cup in the Father’s house ; where there is 
bread enough, and wells ofliving water to refresh 
the tender plants ; where the babes are fed and 
nourished with the milk, and receive their meat 
in due season ; where there is joy and rejoicing 
in the presence of the Lord, and pleasures for 
evermore ; which only those do enjoy who have 
followed the Lamb through many tribulations 
and fiery trials and temptations, and have 
overcome by the blood of the Lamb, and have 
their garments washed white and clean. 
Hallelujah! praises to His glorious name for 
ever, Who hath called and chosen us, and hath 
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made us Partakers of the Divine Nature; and 
hath redeemed us from the world and the pollu- 
tions of it, to be witnesses of His powerful 
name ; and in His power and free love hath He 
sent us abroad into the world, to turn others 
from darkness and their vain conversation ; 
that they may have union with us in the light 
of His Son, and praise and glorify His eternal 
majesty for ever and for evermore. 
From William Caton MSS, Collection, 


Richard Farnsworth. 
[died in 1666.] 


Live not in Words. 


All Friends in the Truth of God, be faithful 
in what you know, and wait upon the Lord for 
the making out of Himself to you. Live not in 
words, but mind the power of words : for words 
that proceed out of a vain, light mind, destroy 
the simple, and draw your minds out above the 
cross, to live in words; and ye will form 
something in your minds to rest in, and so the 
fleshly mind will be kept alive ; but keep in the 
cross, and words that come from the Life will 
go to the life, and raise up that which is pure 
in one another; and so you will have unity 
with that which is pure in one another. And 
being guided by the pure light in you, it will 
cross that which would be forming anything in 
you; and standing in the counsel of the Lord, 
it will cross and crucify that which would consult 
with human wisdom and reason. 

Take heed of sitting down to rest in any gift ; 
but press forward in the strait way, and lay 
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aside every weight and burden. Cast off that 
which presseth down, and let patience possess 
your souls; endure to the end the working out 
of the corrupt nature, and wait for the purifi- 
cation of the Lord, who will try you so as by fire. 

Farewell, dear Friends ; and the God of love 
and power keep you all in the power of His love, 
and in the power of His Truth, in faithfulness 
to Him alone. Yours in the unity of the Spirit. 

From An Epistle from Balby, Tenth mo, 2nd, 1652. 


The Pure Fear takes away 
all Slavish Fears. if 


Love not the world, but mind that which 
would draw thee to live in the pure obedience 
of Him Who is pure; and standing in the pure 
fear, it will take away all slavish fears, and it 
will not suffer thee to conform to the world in 
anything ; but thou wilt be preserved in obe- 
dience to the Lord, in what He doth require : 
for the fear of the Lord keepeth the heart clean, 
and it will keep thee clean, and open to receive 
the teachings of the Father. O! stand fast 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath set thee 
free, and it will keep thee from the entangle- 
ments of the world; and thy preservation will 
be assured, standing in the counsel of the Lord, 
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who is the mighty Counsellor, the everlasting 
Prince of peace ; who will lead thee and guide 
thee into the everlasting kingdom of the Father, 
where there is peace and joy, rest, quietness 
and assurance forever! Give thyself up wholly 
to the Lord, who will preserve thee in faithful- 
ness and purity ; and the everlasting Lord God 
Almighty keep thee and all the rest of our dear 
Friends in the power of His love, and in the 
power of His Truth, perfect in His will; that ye 
may grow from strength to strength, and be 
established in the everlasting Truth. 
From R, F.’s Epistle to Margaret Fell, Balby, 1652. 


ho 


Robert Barclay. 


[b. in Scotland 1648—Published the Apology 
1676—d. 1690.] 


The Living Power of a 
Silent Meeting. 


< Sometimes, when there is not a word in the 
| meeting, but all are silently waiting, if one 


come in that is rude and wicked, and in whom 
the power of darkness prevaileth‘much, perhaps 
_with an intention to mock or do mischief, if the 
whole meeting be gathered into the life, and it 
be raised in a good measure, it will strike terror 
into such an one, and he will feel himself unable 
to resist ; but by the secret strength and virtue 
thereof, the power of darkness in him will be 
chained down : and it will reach to the measure 
of grace in him, and raise it up to the redeeming 
of his soul. d this we often bear witness of, 
so that we have™had frequent occasion in this 
respect, since God hath gathered us to be a 
people, to renew this old saying of many: Is 
Saul also among the prophets? For not a few 
have come to be convinced ofsthe truth after 
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~this manner. I myself am a true witness [of 
this Power] who, not by strength of arguments, 
nor by-a-particular-disquisition of each doctrine, 
and. convincement-of my understanding thereby, 


came to receive and bear witness of the truth, 


but by being secretly reached by this life; for” 


when I came into the silent assemblies of God’s-’ ® 


people, I felt a secret power among them, which 
touched my heart, and as I gave way unto it, 
I found the evil weakening in me and the good 
raised up, and so I became thus knit and united 
unto them, hungering more and more after the 
increase of this power and life, whereby I might 
feel myself perfectly redeemed. | And indeed, 
this is the surest way to become a Christian, 
to whom afterwards the knowledge and under- 
standing of principles will not be wanting, but 
will grow up so much as is needful as a natural 
fruit of this good root, and such a knowledge will 
not be barren nor unfrmiful. After this manner 
we desire therefore all that come among us to be 
proselyted, knowing that though thousands 
should be convinced in their understanding of 
all the truths we maintain, yet if they were not 
sensible of this inward life, and their souls not 
changed from unrighteousness to righteousness, 
they could add nothing to us. For this is that 
cement whereby we are joined as to the Lord, 
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so to one another, and without this none can 
worship with us. 
From Barclay’s Works (Philadelphia, 1831), Vol. II., pp. 356, 357- 


Our Master’s Letter Written 
in our Hearts. 


Our Master’s letter is writ in our hearts, and 
there we are to find it. Neither is our Master 
separated from us, as those masters are who use 
to write letters to servants, to set them on 
work, while they are absent, and cannot help 
* them by their presence ; for our Master is always 
“with us, and He requires us to do all our works 
by His immediate Counsel, “direction and 
assistance, as present in us and with us, and that 
nature we witness brought forth in us, which 
does not shift His will; but we delight in it to 
do it, whether told us by a lively Voice, or by 
any other inward signification of His Spirit. 

From Truth Cleared of Calumnies. In Works, Vol. I., pp. 153, 154. 


Justified Really and 
not Imaginarily. 

The manner and the way, whereby Christ’s 7 
righteousness and obedience, death and sufferings 
without, become profitable unto us, and are 
made ours, is by receiving Him, and becoming 
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one with Him in our hearts, embracing and 
entertaining that Holy Seed which, as it is em- 
braced and entertained, becometh a Holy Birth 
in us, which in Scripture is called: ‘Christ 
formed within”; “ Christ within, the hope of 
glory ” (Gal. iv. 19; Coloss. i. 27), by which the 
body of sin and death is done away, and we 
cleansed, and washed and purged from our 
sins, not imaginarily but really ; and we really 
and truly made righteous and holy and pure 
in the sight of God: which righteousness.is 
properly..enough.said.to be the righteousness 
‘of Christ; “for -it-is immediately from Him, * 
and stands in Him, and-is as inseparable from 
Him,.as the beams are from the sun ; and it is 
through the union betwixt Him and us (His 
righteous life and nature brought forth in us, 
and we made one with it, as the branches are 
with the vine), that we have a true title and right 
to what He hath done and suffered for us. 

It is not the works of Christ wrought in us, 
nor the works which we work in His spirit and 
power that we rest and rely upon, as the ground 
and foundation of our justification ; but it is 
Christ himself, the Worker revealed in us, in- 
dwelling in us; His life and spirit covering us, 
that is the ground of our justification. 


gS From Truth Cleared of Calumnies. In Works, Vol. I., pp, 164-166, 
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The Active Life in the World 
but not of it. a cae 


The matter is for people to be conversant in 
this world, to have their occasion and business 
in it, and to have dealing with the spirit of it ; 
and yet to keep to the meek, lowly, simple 
appearance, using it as if they were not using it, 
by keeping out of its spirit and way in all 
manner of conversation ; this is to be like unto 
Christ, who did not retire Himself into an 
hermit’s lodge, but conversed among publicans 
and sinners. 

. From Barclay’s Works, Vol. I, p, 181. 


Thomas Ellwood. 


[b. 1639—d. 1713.] 


The Old Life Ripped up and 
a new Inward Law Received. 

Being come to the house I saw the people 
sitting together in an outer room; wherefore 
I stepped in and sat down on the first void seat,— 
the end of a bench just within the door, having 
my sword by my side and black clothes on, which 
drew some eyes upon me. It was not long ere 
one stood up and spoke, whom I was afterwards 
well acquainted with; his name was Samuel 
Thornton, and what he said was very suitable 
and of good service to me, for it reached home 
as if it had been directed to me. 

As soon as ever the meeting was ended and the 
people began to rise, I, being next the door, 
stepped out quickly, and hastening to my inn, 
took horse immediately homewards, and (so 
far as I remember) my having been gone was 
not taken notice of by my father. 

This latter meeting was like the clinching of 
a nail, confirming and fastening in my mind those 
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good principles which had sunk into me at the 
former. My understanding began to open, andI 
felt some stirrings in my breast, tending to the 
work of a new creation in me. The general 
trouble and confusion of mind, which had for 
some days lain heavy upon me and pressed me 
down, without a distinct discovery of the 
particular cause for which it came, began now to 
wear off, and some glimmerings of light began 
to break forth in me, which let me see my inward 
state and condition towards God. The light, 
which before had shone in my darkness and the 
darkness could not comprehend it, began now to 
shine out of darkness, and in some measure 
discovered to me what it was that had before 
clouded me and brought that sadness and 
trouble upon me. And now I saw that al- 
though I had been in a great degree preserved 
from the common immoralities and _ gross 
pollutions of the world, yet the spirit of 
the world had hitherto ruled in me, and led 
me into pride, flattery, vanity, and superfluity, 
all which was naught. I found there were 
many plants growing in me which were not of 
the Heavenly Father’s planting, and that all 
these, of whatever sort or kind they were or 
how specious soever they might appear, must 
be plucked up. 
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Now was all my former life ripped up, and 
my sins by degrees were set in order before me. 
_ And though they looked not with so black a 
hue and so deep a dye as those of the lewdest 
sort of people did, yet I found that all sin (even 
that which had the fairest or finest shew, as well 
as that which was more coarse and foul) 
brought guilt, and with and for guilt, condemna- 
tion on the soul that sinned. This I felt, and 
was greatly bowed down under the sense thereof. 

Now also did I receive a new law—an inward 
law super-added to the outward—the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, which wrought in 
me against all evil, not only in deed and in word, 
but even in thought also; so that everything 
was brought to judgment, and judgment passed 
upon all. So that I could not any longer go on 
in my former ways and course of life, for when 
I did judgment took hold upon me for it. 

I was now required by this inward and spiritual 
law (the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus) 
to put away the evil of my doings, and to cease 
to do evil; and what in particular the evil was 
which I was required to put away and to cease 
from, that measure of the Divine Light which 
was now manifested in me discovered to me, 
and what the light made manifest to be evil, 
judgment passed upon. 
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So that here began to be a way cast up before 
me for me to walk in,—a direct and plain way, 
so plain that a wayfaring man, how weak and 
simple soever (though a fool. to the wisdom and 
in the judgment of the world) could not err 
while he continued to walk in it, the error coming 


® in by his going out of it. And this way with 


respect to me I saw was that measure of Divine 
Light which was manifested in me, by which 
the evil of my doings which I was to put away 
and to cease from was discovered to me. 

By this Divine Light, then, I saw that though 
I had not the evil of the common uncleanness, 
debauchery, profaneness and pollutions of the 
world to put away, because I had, through the 
great goodness of God and a civil education, 
been preserved out of those grosser evils, yet I 
had many other evils to put away and to cease 
from; some of which were not by the world, 
which lies in wickedness (r John v. 10),* 
accounted evils ; but by the light of Christ were 
made manifest to me to be evils, and as such 
condemned in me. 


From The History of ihe Life of Thomas Ellwood, Edited by 
S. Graveson (1906), pp. 21-24, 


*“ And we know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness.” 


William Robinson. 


[One of the Boston Martyrs: hanged the 27th 
of Eighth Month, 1659]. 

The Living Strength of the 

Heavenly Presence did 

mightily Overshadow me. 


On the 8th day of the 8th Month, 1659, in-the 


after=part~of=the..day, in Travelling betwixt 
Newport in Rhode Island and Daniel Gould’s 
house, with my~-dear._Brother,.Christopher 
Holder, the Word of the Lord came expressly to 
me, which did fill me immediately with Life and 
Power, and heavenly Love, by which he con- 


strained me, and commanded me to pass to the t- 


Town of Boston, to lay down my life, in his Will, 
for the Accomplishing of His Service, which 
He had to be performed at the Day appointed. 
To which heavenly voice I presently yielded 
Obedience, not questioning the Lord how He 
would bring the Thing to pass, since I was a 
Child, and Obedience was Demanded of me by 
the Lord, who filled me with living Strength and 
Power from His heavenly Presence, which at 
81 
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that time did mightily Overshadow me, and 
my Life at that time did say Amen to what 
the Lord required of me, and had Commanded 
me to do, and willingly was I given up from that 
time, to this Day, to do and perform the Will of 
the Lord, whatever became of my Body; For 
the Lord had said unto me, “thy Soul shall 
rest in Everlasting Peace, and thy Life shall 
enter into Rest, for being Obedient to the God 
of thy life.’ I was a Child, and durst not 
question the Lord in the least, but rather was 


«willing to lay down my Life, than to bring 


Dishonour to the Lord; and as the Lord made 
me willing, dealing Gently and Kindly with me, 
as a Tender Father by a Faithful Child, whom 
he dearly Loves, so the Lord did deal with me 
in Ministering his Life unto me, which gave 
and gives me Strength to perform what the Lord 
required of me ; and still as I did and do stand 
in need, he Ministered and Ministreth more 
Strength, and Virtue, and heavenly Power and 
Wisdom, whereby I was and am made strong 
in God, not fearing what Man shall be suffered 


to do unto me. ee 


Written in Boston Gaol, roth of 8thmo., 1659, in Bishop’s New 
England Judged (1703), pp. 127-129. 


Marmaduke Stephenson. 


[One of the Boston Martyrs: hanged the 27th of 
Eighth Month, 1659]. 


I rest in Peace and Quietness 
under the Shadow of His Wings. 


In the beginning of the year 1655, I was at the 
Plough in the east parts of Yorkshire in Old 
England, near the place where my outward 
Being was, and as I walked after the Plough, I 
was filled with the Love and the Presence of the 
Living God which did Ravish my Heart when I 
felt it; for it did increase and abound in me 
like a Living Stream, so did the Love and Life _ 


of God run through me like precious Ointment, **» 


giving a pleasant Smell, which made me stand 
still; and as I stood a little still, with my 
Heart and Mind stayed on the Lord, the Word 
of the Lord came to me in a still, small Voice, 
which I did hear perfectly, saying to me, in the 
Secret of my Heart and Conscience, “‘I have 
Ordained Thee a prophet unto the Nations.” 
And at the hearing of the Word of the Lord I was 
put to a stand, being that I was but a Child 
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for such a Weighty Matter. So at the time 
appointed, Barbadoes was set before me, unto 
which I was required of the Lord to go, and leave 
my dear and loving Wife and tender Children ; 
For, the Lord said unto me immediately by his 
Spirit, That he would be a Husband to my Wife, 
and as a Father to my Children, and they should 
not want in my Absence, for he would provide 
for them when I was gone. And I believed that 
the Lord would perform what he had spoken, 
because I was made willing to give up myself 
to his Work and Service (with my dear Brother), 
under the Shadow of His Wings, who hath made 
us willing to lay down our Lives for His own 
name Sake. So, in Obedience to the Living 
God, I made preparation to“pass to Barbadoes 
in the 4th month, 1658. So, after some time, 
I had been on the said Island in the Service of 
God, I heard that New England had made a 
Law to put the Servants of the Living God to 
death, if they returned after they were sentenced 
away, which did come near me at that time; 
and as I considered the Thing, and pondered it 
in my Heart, immediately came the Word. of 
the Lord unto me, saying, Thou knowest not but 
that thou mayst go thither. But I kept this 
Word in my Heart, and did not declare it to any 
until the time Appointed. So, after that, a 
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Vessel was made ready for Rhode Island, which 
I passed in. So, after a little time that I had 
been there, visiting the Seed which the Lord 
hath Blessed, the Word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying, Go to Boston, with thy Brother, 
William Robinson. And at His Command I 
was Obedient, and gave up myself to do His 


will, that so His Work and Service may be ss 


accomplished ; For, he had said to me, That he 
had a great Work for me to do; which is now 
come to pass: And for yielding Obedience to, 
and obeying the Voice and Command of the 
Everlasting God, which created Heaven and 
Earth, and the Fountains of Waters, Do I, with 
my dear Brother, suffer outward Bonds near 
unto Death. And this is given forth to be upon 
Record, that all people may know, who hear it, 
That we came not in our own Wills, but in the 
Will of God. Given forth by me, who am known 
to Men by the name of 
peat Marmaduke Stevenson, 
Written in Boston-Prison But have a new 
in the 8th Month, 1659. Name given me, 
which the World 
knows not of, 
written in the 
book of Life. 


From Bishop’s New England Judged (1703), pp. 131-133. 
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George Bishop. 


[Historian of the New England Tragedies, 
died 1668}. 


Addressed to the Boston 
Persecutors and describing 
the Peace and Patience Z 
of the Sufferers. Lent 
GOD’S PRESENCE IS BETTER THAN LIFE.“ 
The people who Suffered were more Joyned 
together, and Confirmed by your Cruelty, for it 
returned as a Testimony to them who Suffered, 
that they were of God, and so they met together 
at Salem, waiting upon the Lord, whose Presence 
there with them was more Precious than Life ; 
therefore they offer’d up Life, and their All, to 
enjoy his Presence, who hath been better to 
them than Life, and made up their Loss and 
Sufferings with that which is Eternal; and his 
Peace hath been more to them than your Trouble, 
yea, in the midst of their Sufferings hath He 
made them more than Conquerors, through Him 
who loved them and gave Himself for them. 
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Therefore it is that they gave their Backs to the | 
Smiter, and their Cheeks to them that plucked 
off the Hair. And though they know your 
Cruelty, and tasted thereof, and were upon your 
Roll for not being at your Meeting and knew your 
fines for having Meetings of their own, and your 
other Fines, and how ye had and would Exact 
them ; yet they feared not, neither were afraid 
of your Threats, but Sanctified the Lord God 
of Hosts in their Hearts, and made Him their 
Fear, and their Dread; who became a little 
Sanctuary unto them, and kept them in the 
midst of all, and was Good unto them; who 
never faileth them that put their Trust in Him. 
From New England Judged (1703), p. 78. 


Christopher Holder. 


[b. 1631 d. 1688]. 


[From the Earliest Declaration 
of Quaker Faith issued in 
America. ] 

To ALL WHO HAVE THE LEAST BREATHINGS 
AFTER GOD. While youhave light, believe in the 
light, that ye may be the children oflight ; for, as 
you love it and obey it, it will lead you to repent- 
ance, bring you to know Him in whom is remission 
of sins, in whom God is well pleased ; who will 
give you an entrance in the kingdom of God, 
an inheritance among them that are sanctified. 
For this is the desire of our souls for all that 
have the least breathings after God, that they 
may come to know Him in deed and in truth, 
and find His power in and with them to keep 
them from falling, and to present them faultless 
before the throne of His glory; who is the 
strength and life of all them that put their 
trust in Him ; who upholdeth all things by the 
word of His power ; who is God over all, blessed 
for ever. 


Pe en 
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We remain friends to all that fear the Lord ; 
who are sufferers, not for evil doing, but for 
bearing testimony to the truth, in obedience 
to the Lord God of life ; unto whom we commit 
our cause; who is risen to plead the cause of 
the innocent, and to help him that have no help 
on earth. 

Signed by 
CHRISTOPHER HOLDER, 
JOHN COPELAND, 


RICHARD DOUDNEY. 


“From the House of Correction, the rst of the 8th month, 1657, 
in Boston.” 
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By RUFUS M. JONES, M.A., Litt.D. 
Social Law in the Spiritual World. 


A New and Cheap Edition, 2/6 net. 


Practical Christianity. 


Cloth Boards, 3]6 net. 


The Double Search. 


STUDIES IN ATONEMENT AND PRAYER, 
Cloth Boards, 2|- net. Paper, 1|- net. 


A Boy’s Religion from Memory. 


Crown 8vo. Illustrated, 2/6. Limp, 1|- net. 


Quakerism and the Simple Life. 


Crown 8vo, Linen, 1|- net. Paper, 6d. net. 


A Dynamic Faith, 


Cloth Boards, 1|- net. Paper, 6d. net. 


The Abundant Life. 


A NEW VOLUME OF ESSAYS. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, 1]- net. 


SWARTHMORE LECTURE. 


Quakerism: A Religion of Life. 


Lecture delivered at the Yearly Meeting at 
Birmingham, 1908. 


Crown 8vo, Cloth, 1]- net. 


A special edition of R. M. Jones’ works, In full leather, 
gilt, has been prepared. Price 15/- net. 


LONDON : 
HEADLEY BROTHERS, 
BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHOUT E.C. 
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THE RELIGION OF LIFE SERIES. 


Edited by RUFUS M. JONES, M.A., D.Litt. 


The purpose of this series is to present in small compass 
and convenient form some of the living thoughts of the 
Christian Mystics of allages. Special attention will be given 
to the contributions of Quaker writers. 


Many of the passages are noteworthy for the beauty of 
their thought and the reality of the faith they give evidence 
of. 


The first two volumes will be ready in May, 1909. Others 
will follow at short intervals, 


I. A Little Book of Selections from the Children of the 
Light. By Rurus M. Jongs, M.A., D.Litt. 


2. Isaac Penington: Selections from his writings and 
letters. By Henry Bryan BINNS. 


3. William Penn: Selections from his writings. 


4. Jacob Boehme: Selections from his writings, By 
Rurus M. Jongs, M.A., D.Litt. 


5, Sir Thomas Browne: Selections from his writings. 
By Lewis TOWNSEND. 


PRICE, CLOTH GILT, Is. 6d. net. LEATHER GILT, 2s. 6d. net. 


LONDON : 
HEADLEY BROTHERS, 
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THE CHALFONT LIBRARY. 


Pocket Editions of Quaker Classics and other Works. 
Size 64 by 44 ins. 


Printed in clear type on thin paper, and bound in two styles: Cloth 
Limp, Is. 6d. net ; Leather, gilt top with marker, 2s. 6d. net. 


John Woolman’s Journal. 


Contains an Introduction from the pen of the poet 
Whittier. Several Illustrations and Bibliography. 


“Itis a beautiful little book, ranking with Bunyan’s for the simplicity 
of its language, and standing almost alone among autobiographies of its 
class.” — Yorkshire Post. 


Some Fruits of Solitude :* 
or, The Maxims of William Penn. 


Contains an Introduction by Dr. J. Clifford, M.A. ; 
also an Appendix containing a valuable account of the 
history of the book and a Bibliography. Frontispiece 
Portrait of Penn. 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


Life of Thomas Ellwood. 


Reprinted from the original edition, with an Historical 
Introduction by W. H. Summers, author of “ Memories 
of Jordans and the Chalfonts.”’ Many interesting footnotes. 


Selected Poems of 
J. Greenleaf Whittier.* 


Edited, with biographical notes, by Henry Bryan 
Binns. 


* These two volumes are also bound up in Presentation Editions. Quarter 
Vellum and Roan, at 2s. 6d, net. 


LONDON: 
HEADLEY BROTHERS, 
BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHOUT, E.C, 
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